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dered him. Of the latter he writes, "Yes, Anna, he is a bad
seminarist and nothing more. He dropped me once before,
after the suspension of the Epoch, and he returned to me
only after the success of Crime and Punishment"
The trip to Ems, he wrote to Anna, was particularly un-
pleasant. He took the waters in microscopic doses, and lis-
tened to the orchestra in the park. He read. "I am reading
the Book of Job. It arouses in me a morbid enthusiasm. I in-
terrupt my reading and pace in my room for an hour, almost
crying ... I am bored to death."
In the same period, the Russian Messenger published the
following notice: "We learn that our famous writer, Feodor
Mikhailovich Dostoevsky, is seriously ill." Anna Grigori-
evna, panic-stricken, wired to Ems. Dostoevsky reassured
her at once, "Ah, it is a misfortune to be a great man!"
He hastened his return to Staraya Russa, overjoyed to be
at home again in this little resort, with its houses built of
second-hand boards, its spacious garden and its casino for idle
bathers. He joined the children's games, took long walks
along the banks of the river and clumsily cared for Anna
Grigorievna who was again pregnant.
One month later, on August 10, 1875, Anna gave birth
to a boy, Aliosha, "a vigorous and healthy baby with," as his
sister noted, "a curious oval-shaped, almost angular fore-
head."
Immediately afterward the Dostoevskys decided to leave
Staraya Russa for St. Petersburg where Feodor Mikhailovich,
having completed The Adolescent, planned to start independ-
ent publication of A Writer's Diary. At the beginning of
October he prepared the first issue of this periodical, in which
he intended to publish exclusively his own writings. On
December 22, he petitioned for authorization to publish "a